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News Editor: Emil}' Wuchner
Assistant News Editor: Ashley Edwards
Phone: 809-4468

the news

Marcia 15. 2007

Thursday, March 8
h02 ..... A caller from Chestnut
Street requested assistance to
locate a suspect involved in the
robbery of a gas station near
campus. The subject was last
seen on Chestnut Street. An officer took a report
b53 p.IBo A caller from Faculty
Hall advised that a student worker was being rude and disrespectful. The student left. An officer
took a report.
3:18 p.m. A caller from Vitello's
advised patrons of the restaurant
were making rude remarks to
students walking by. Murray
Police were advised.
6&14 p.a. An officer at the
Regional Special Events Center
Gate B advised a subject needed
Emergency Medical Services. An
officer administered CPR and
automated external defibrillator.
The subject was transported by
EMS. An officer took a report.
9138 p.m. A caller from College
Courts reported a student possi·
bly bad alcohoL The residence
director on call was advised.

Friday, March 9
2101
Jeff Slinker/The News

Cadet Ryan Oliver, senior from Metropolis, Ill.. detonates an artillery simulator durlll9 an ROTC exer·
else Saturday at Land Between the Lakes.

Task force schedules visit

the Weaks Community Center, 607
Poplar St. in Murray.

A task force introduced earlier this year
by Gov. Ernie Fletcher will be at Murray
State March 27 to assess campus security
policies and practices to recommend
initiative and legislation.
Gail Minger. whose son Michael died in
the 1998 fire at Hester College, chairs the
task force. Murray State Student Govern·
ment Association secretary Eric King is
also a member.
The forum, open to the public, will be
held at 7 p.m. in Wrather Auditorium.

Students create handmade
bowls for fundraiser

tO assess safety procedures

Forum allows community
to meet candidates
The candidates for the upcoming May
Calloway County Democratic primary
election will hold a "Meet The Candidate," forum.
The event gives students, faculty, staff
and community members a chance to
~t the candidates for governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, secretary of state and treasurer.
The presentation is S p.m. Monday at

Murray State art students and Food
Services are raising money for Needline
of Murray by selling hand-made
bowls.
Participants may purchase bowls made
by Murray State students for $12 and will
receive soup with the purchase. Participants may choose between chicken noodle, minestrone or potato soup, which is
provided by Murray State Food Services.
Join the Nutrition Association from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 5 to 6:30 p.m. on
March 29 in the Curris Center Ballroom.

LIIL An officer at College

Courts was out with a subject
who set off the burglar alarm on
a vehicle in a parking lot. The
subject was advised by an officer
not to set off the alarm and disturb the residents.
2:21 LDL Murray State Police
issued a citation to Austin T.
Uhrban, sophomore from Blodgett, Mo .. for possession of alcohol by a minor.
2:31 p.m. A caller from Public
Safety reported a possible missing person. The subject lives off
campus. The Murray Police
Department and Student Affairs
were advised. An officer did not
make contact with the subject.
400 p.m. A caller east of Eliza·
beth College reported three male
subjects on bicycles jumping off
the amphitheater steps. The subjects were going south in the mall
area. An officer located them on
University Drive. The officer
advised the subjects to move off
campus and issued a warning.

Saturday, March 10
Emily Wuchner, news editor, compiles
Campus Briefly. If you would like to submit
information for Campus Briefly, phone
809-4480.

12;54 ..... A caller from the Cur-

tis Center parking lot reported
loud subjects. The subjects were
gone upon officer arrival.

h23 a.m. A caller from Olive
Boulevard reported intoxicated
subjects in a parking lot. The
Murray Police Department was
advised. At 1:31 a.m., the subjects
ran from Murray Police Department units and were seen near
Alexander Hall. The subjects
were located by the Murray PD
and were advised to return to
their residence.
3:U a.m. A caller from the Curtis
Center advised money bad been
left in the restroom. The Curtis
Center staff advised they had
already found the money and the
subject would meet with the Curtis Center staff to pick up the
money.
4:30 p.m. A caller between Hart
and Franklin colleges reported a
rock being thrown through the
window of a vehicle. An officer
took a report for second degree
criminal mischief.
5:23 p.m. A caller from North
14th Street reported vandalism to
a vehicle parked at the Sigma Chi
house. The Murray Police
Department was contacted to
take a report.
8:11 p.m. The Murray Police
Department requested a welfare
check on a resident of College
Courts. Officers made contact
with the resident and advised the
resident to contact her mother.
9:50 p.m. Murray State Police
arrested Jason Malone, nonstudent from Murray, on a warrant
out of Calloway County. The
subject's vehicle was locked and
left per the driver.
10:19 p.m. A caller from Waterfield Library advised that one of
the manhole ,c overs was off in
front of the building. An officer
replaced the cover. Central Plant
was advised.

Sunday, March 11
1.2:26 a.m. The Murray Police
Department was advised that
about 20 students were fighting
in the Sigma Chi parking lot. The
department requested assistance
from Murray State officers.
Emergency Medical Services was
notified and a Murray State offi·
cer took an information report.
3:49 a.m. A caller from Hart College reported three individuals
causing problems. Housing handled the situation.
10:51 a.m. A subject reported a
broken window in one of the
doors to Sparks Hall. An officer

put up barrier tape untU the door
was repaired.
2:31 p.m. A caller from the quad
reported a subject bad fallen and
her nose was bleeding. EIDer·
gency Medical Services was notified and transported the subject
to the emergency room. An officer took a report.

Monday, March 12
4:27 p.m. A caller from Blackbum science building reported a
class would be grilling on the
roof. An officer advised the caller
the event was not approved by
Public Safety.
8:40p.m. A caller from the west
side of Hester College reported a
fight without weapons. The sub·
jects were gone upon arrival and
no one was in the area.
IO:SS p.m. An officer at Hester
College advised of a mark on a
door. The Murray Fire Depart·
ment was notified and advised it
didn't know if it was a burn mark
but that it was not on fire at that
time. The state frre marshal and
Central Plant were advised.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
10:04 a.m. A caller from Pogue
Library reported a tissue was
smoldering in an ashtray outside
of the building. The caller extin·
guished the tissue. The Murray
Fire Department and Facilities
Management were notified. The
state fire marshal was notified.
An officer took a report.
U:28 p.m. Murray State Police at
Hester College received a call
regarding a subject that had
taken medication and was not
feeling well The Murray Police
Depanment notified Emergency
Medical Services and the student
was tansported to the emergency
room.
S:47 p.m. A caller from the
Lutheran Church parking lot
reported a missing laptop he may
have left in the lot. The lot was
not University property and
caller was referred to the Murray
Police Department.
Motorist assists - 0
Racer escorts -3
Arrests -1
Emily Wuellner, news editor, compiles Police Beat with materials
Public Safety provides. All dispatched calls are not listed.

THE MSU SPEECH AND DEBATE UNION
Presents The Annual

PROVOST PREMIERE
THE TOP FOUR RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE DEBATE SOCIETIES
WILL FIGHT FOR FIRST PLACE AND THE $1,000 PRIZE

Hester Collet• Debate Society (Government) v.
White & Hart Collet• (Combined) Dellate Society (Opposition)

This House Believes That MSU Should Be o 100%Tobcxco Free Environment
1-11 Coli.......,. Sodety (Government) v.
S,lf...,..,raakll• Col.... Debate Society (Opposition)
This House Believes That Underage Drinking Punishments Should Be More Strict

PARENTS HAVE A
LOT OF RULES.

With Guest Judges:
Honorable Christopher Shea Nickell, Kentucky Court of
Appeals Judge in District One-Division One
Mr. Garrick Crump, Social Services Clinician I, Protection &
Permanency Div. - KY Cabinet for Hedlth and Family Svcs.
Mrs. Trudy McFarlane, Executive Director of Glendale Place
and Communication Consultant
Miss Amber DuVentre, Admissions Counselor for Murray
State University

Well, now that you're old
enough to start making
your own rules, come check
out living at Murray Place.
We're conveniently located.
Affordable. Popular with the
students. And, Iince It 's your
fumtture, .. could give a dan1
If J08 put your feet on lt

March 29, 2007
7:30 p.m.
Wrather Museum Auditorium
1700 Lowes Dr.
Murray, KY 42071

270.759.3003

www.Mifi1JIIIace.com

The Speech and Debate Union Supports the American O..oaacy Protect
ADMISSION IS FREE AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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what do you think•••

Dunn's blog becomes
popular with student body

What do you think about University President Randy Dunn's biOQ?
"I haven't heard anything about the blog.
I don't pay much attention to the blogs,
but 1 appreciated his efforts."
Jordan Snow· Mayfield, Ky.
sophomore
"I think it's a good idea. Some of the

people that comment just use the blog
to complain about things not mentioned
in the blog."

Ell Hooten • Bruceton, Tenn.
senior
"I think it's a good thing. It's something
the University has needed."

Stephanie Florence· camden, Tenn.

senior

1

··1 totally didn't know he had a blog."
Emily cartwright· Madisonville, Ky.
junior

the news
MURRAY STATE UNNERSITY
2609 University Station
Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071·3301
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The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of The Murray State News. The editorial
board is composed of all section editors.
Blogging isn't just for bored, opinionated students
anymore. University President Randy Dunn, also
known in the blogosphere as "Dr. 0," is now using
the Internet to inform students about administrative
decisions.
March 5 marked the beginning of a new era at Murray State - the era of openness.
While many have been critical of past presidents
for their lack of communication, Dunn goes far
above other presidents' attempts to reach out to students.
Dunn's first blog is about the tuition and meal plan
increases approved by the Board of Regents. By
Wednesday- nine days after it began- 75 people had
responded to the blog.
This may not seem like a lot of students. But students should think about how many people usually
comment on blogs. Unless it is a controversial subject or advertised by the media, most blogs go
uncommented.
It may not come as a surprise that some students
are utilizing the blog, but many may be shocked that
Dunn is responding to some of the comments.
With his busy schedule, stud~nts should be very
thankful to have their one-on-one relationship with

I the news editorial board
Elizabeth caweln
Editor in Chief • 809·68n
Emily Wuchner
News Editor • 809·4468
Rockelle Gray
Opinion Editor • 809·4468
Casey Northcutt
College life Editor • 809-4468

the president of a university - even if it is virtual.
"Dr. D," the name with which he signs each post,
adds an informal touch to the blog, which could help
students get the courage to write to the president
about their concerns with Murray State issues.
It should be noted that there are a couple of hiccups to the blog. For instance, some students thin~
the link is not very reliable because of problems with
logging onto the Web site.
The President's blog should also be placed on RacerNet instead of just the Murray State Web site,
because RacerNet is the mecca for student information. More students visit RacerNet on a day-to-day
basis than the homepage because it has Blackboard
and PIN system access.
Hopefully, with a better link and a better site, Dunn's blog will increase in popularity among students.
Thank you, President Dunn, for thinking about the
students and for starting a positive, communication
relationship for the public.

Write to us
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor • 809·4481
Brent Bauscher
Advertising Manager • 809·4478
Jonathan Burris
Photography Editor • 809·4468
Joe HedQes
Adviser • 809·2998

.

The Murray State News welcomes commentaries and letter$ to the editor. Letters should be 300 words or
less. Contnbutors should mclude phone numbers for verification Please include hometown, classification. title
, or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State News
reserves the right to edit for style, length and contenl All contrtbullons should be turned in Wednesday of each
.!ee~ via e·matl or ther:ew~or9 .
The Mumy Sta!t New1 strives to be thr University community's source lor lnformatioll Our qoal ls topresent !hat lnfor·

1
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motion in a fair aod unblaSfd manner and provide a lrte and open forum for tiJ)I'ession and debate.
The Murray State News is adeslqnated public forum Studtnt ed•tors have authontv to make all content decislo~ wtlhout
censorship or advance approval. Tne paper oilers ahands·on learnlno envtron~nt for students Interested in )oumalism. The
campus press should be tree from censorship and advance appr~Wal of copy and Its editors should develop their editorial and
ntws policlts.
the Woo ay State Neill IS prepa~td and edited by students a11111s in olfrclal publicatioo of Murray SlJte UniverSJl y. Tilt
rlfst copy is fm. Adllttlcnal COpies are avaliJble for 25 cents at mWilson H4IL
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YouTube could be
paying for its content
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Viacom, owner of
popular networks like
MTV, Comedy Central
and Nickelodeon, is
not very happy with
Google this week.
Google, recent purchaser of popular
video-sharing
Web
site YouTube, is under
a bit of fire after failing
to remove copyrighted
Viacom material from
' - - - - - - - - " its service.
Programs like "The
Jim
Daily Show," "Colbert
Burch
Report" and "SpongeBob SquarePants" are among the laundry
list of content being illegally viewed on
YouTube.
Viacom is so upset with Google's
insubordination to remove the protected
material that a lawsuit is now on Google's
front doorstep.
I'm not talking about a suit fitting for
small claims court. This suit is big. This
suit is for the amount of (insert Dr. Evil
voice) $1 billion.
That's kind of a lot of money. I know
Google's pocketbook runs pretty deep,
but even a billion bucks is not considered
small change to the Internet powerhouse.
Viacom is not the first production company to demand that YouTube remove
copyrighted material from its Web site.
I wanted to show a friend Sacha Baron
Cohen's acceptance speech at the Golden
Globe awards for the movie "Borat."
Several matches popped on my screen
when I typed the search words: wsacha,"
"Cohen," "Golden" and "Globes," but
after finding the video I was looking for. I
was disrupted by a most unpleasant
announcement:
"At the request of Dick Clark Productions Inc., this content has been removed
due to copyright infringement."
Dick Clark, I do not like you.
Yet, what doesn't it do? Nothing. Now
After more careful searching. I was
the optimist in me wants to say it's a
fmally able to find the video I was looking
whole "live ~d let live" attitude being
for, but the thought of Dick Clark was still
displayed, but the realist says that the
on my mind.
University doesn't want to burt its rankI'm not fully aware of the statistical dis·
ing by being too hard on crime it deems
advantages to having your content on
victimless.
YouTube, free for everyone to see (even
Every crime that is committed on camthough it was free on network television),
pus is collated and reported, then made
but I would imagine it's good for somepublic. These reports are then used to
thing: free advertising and publicity.
determine aspects of a University's rank~etworks like NBC and CBS were in a
ing. Parents utilize these reports when
similar situation about a year ago. If you
deciding where to send Junior, so I imagwanted to see a clip of Conan O'Brien or
ine the University has a vested fmancial
David Letterman, you would get slapped
interest in making sure crime appears
with a giant stop sign.
low.
But unlike Viacom, the networks adaptI really believe that if the University
ed with the craze of Internet videos and
took a more proactive stance on drinking,
used the new fad to their advantage.
especially underage drinking, the problem
Now, not only can you see Conan
would be greatly alleviated.
O'Brien predict the future in his famous
The biggest problem, in my eyes,
skit, "'n the Year 2000," but NBC is the
occurs when you throw all these young
one that actually posted the video.
adults together in, what is for many, the
NBC and CBS have YouTube accounts
fll'st time they are truly unsupervised.
where the networks update their own
Alcohol, young unsupervised adults
content from "Saturday Night Live,"
and motor vehicles seem to be a Universi"Craig Ferguson," and other prime time
ty's disinterest recipe for disaster.
features.
I can't help but think the University has
The agreement still restricts users from
an obligation to the students, the general
uploading the material without the perpublic and to the parents who entrusted
mission of one of the networks, but at
the care of their children to it
least someone is making it available.
Viacom claims that YouTubc "built a
lucrative business out of exploiting the
devotion of fans to others' creative works
in order to enrich itself and its corporate
parent Google.'"
I agree that Google is certainly benefitBut delusion, remember, isn't the same ing from the success of its Web site
as outright insanity, at least not for our through the use of copyrighted material,
purposes. Delusion is the misspent mind, but this baby is a two-way street.
the ego farm and undeterred sophist
Viacom could risk losing fans by slapAssuming, though, one arrives out of ping Google with this billion-dollar law~
childhood relatively sane and only mildly suit.
abused by conformity, a universe suddenI don't think Viacom realizes just how
ly opens not unlike a spiritual experience. many users YouTube has. The Web site
With the wisdom that only comes from ' hosts billions of videos that have been
not being truly "with it," one has the viewed exponentially over and over
advantage of being outside the box by
again.
design. a kind of fluke in the elementary
Viacom also claims that allowing its
process. This "boxless" boy or girl can material to be viewed for free on
therefore see the forest for the trees and
YouTube lowers the saJes of its content
doing so, develop a critique of advanced onDVD.
ability.
That could be true, but I know an entire
There is, then, no instruction to go episode of "South Park" could never be
about finding fault with this or that. To
found on YouTube, let alone an entire
do so implies a desire to deconstruct the
season.
"whole" and the "complete," which
Viacom needs to learn how to work
ignores the fact of the trained mind.
with technology and not against it.
That same mind that does not seek to YouTube could be the grcat~st advertisinfuriate society with a nitpicking laming it never had to pay for.
baste, but rather, deal with human events
How many people saw "Saturday Night
and questions in its own established
Live's: A Special Christmas Box" on TV?
method.
Probably a few.
The method of the troublesome is, by
How many people saw it on YouTube?
design, a chaos of rejection filtered
More than 18 million viewers.
through the myriad nature of experience.
Get with the times, Viacom, you have
Focusing this fllter is an act of being dis- more to gam from YouTube (besides $1
agreeable, which does not discredit the billion) than you have to lose.
individual, but rather is to empower them
to exceed the limits of expectation for
Jim Burch is the weekly opinion columnist
better or for worse.
But the world has little patience for us for The Murray State News. He can be
reached at james.burch@murraystate.edu.
hapless critics.

Is drinking aproblem on campus?

University should be proactive in alcohol prevention
In My
Opinion

Stephen
Bergeron
Stephen Bergeron
is a freshman
journalism major
from Canada.

I think everyone should go out thi~
weekend armed with the handgun of their
choice. I don't know about you, but 1
. would love to go to a bar and enjoy the
ambience, listen to some music and
maybe dodge a bullet or two on the way
out.
Sounds terrifying, doesn't it? But every
weekend students from this campus, neverrnind that · some are underage, go to
these bars, drink copious amounts of alcohol and then get behind the wheel of a
3,000 pound vehicle.
You can walk down the hallway of
almost every building on campus on a
Monday morning and be regaled with
tales of some weekend adventure, which
more often than not, ends up with a drunk
hurtling down the road at 65 miles per
hour.
So it strikes me - one is smart enough to
get into college but too stupid to understand that drinking and choosing to operate a motor vehicle is not only playing
Russian roulette with your life, but every
other life on the road.
So maybe it's not stupid - perhaps it's
just selfish. Maybe the drunks who are
driving feel they have some divine right to
put every other motorist's life in danger.
Maybe they can handle their liquor,

maybe they aren't as dumb as I'm giving
them credit.
How much money does this country
need to spend on anti-drinking and driving campaigns, how many people have to
die, how many families need to be
destroyed before the citizens of this country decide enough is enough?
According to the Department of Motor
Vehicles Web site, 17,013 people died
because of drunk driving in 2003, while
more than 500,000 were injured. What
leads us to this point of here and now,
what are the contributing factors?
In Murray, there are a number of pertinent factors. The county could go wet.
The inability to police the students prop·
erly and the high concentration of young
adults who find themselves away from
home for the first time are chief among
them.
The county is not wet and there's nothing we can do about that. It isn't like one
morning the establishments that furnish
alcohol will just cease to exist The police
is another matter entirely.! always find it
•amusing when the Murray State police
drive by the fraternity houses that straddle campus while those parties are in full
swing, beer and assorted beverages clearly visible.

--------

Children cause trouble in spare time
In My
Opinion

Aaron
Butler
Aaron Butler is a
senior history
major
from Owensboro,
Ky.

Parents are blamed too often
for adolescents' mistakes
How do you cause trouble in a world
gone tame? It is, perhaps, my favorite
latent question. Latent in that I must
believe all the trouble I tend to stir up is
subconscious. for if I were truly at fault I
may have to toss up an apology or two.
But a world gone tame? Surely not.
What with all the raucous here and
there, calls for reform from every direction, and the world increasingly connected through technological chains, how
could any of this be tame?
Moreover, one could argue that world
affairs are decidedly less tame than one
might desire - walk through the rough
end of a major city at night (Louisville,
for example).
It's decided then. My question is wrong
from the outset. How do you cause trou·
ble in a world gone mad? There we go.
It is trite and too common to blame a
parent for defaults in life, and I won't. I
don't think it is proper grammar etiquette
to blame someone for a trait one is proud
of nay, inspired by!
Who would I be indeed without the
rage of my father in the form of a gnawing itch somewhere deep in my mind that itch which so passionately fuels my

altercations with the society I twinkled
into so many years ago.
Ah, sweet discord, the ruin of my life.
It is a fickle and ornery condition; the
insight of a thousand angry iconoclasts
packed into the societal epithet of a
..trouble maker" or worse, a "whiner."
But I'U take both monikers, as they suit
me well.
Causing trouble isn't hard for the experienced. Being troublesome even
becomes expected after a while, which
can lead to a kind of double-frustration
for the already displeased being that not
only had their original societal agitation
been sparked, but a fresh typecast of "the
disagreeable one" takes effect leading to
subsequent vexation.
This layering happens early (at least,
for me) and with the demands of societal
conformity and adaptation, the aforemen~
tioncd agitation increased exponentially.
Then one of two things happens, which
is a pity for the young: you go loony with
rage tiU you find yourself in permanent
celled surroundings, or you content yourself In your own rightness - the dangerous game of straddling the fence between
delusion and truth.
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Food Services improves cuisine, recycling

Stories by Ashley Edwards
Assistant news editor

Anyone who has eaten in
Winslt>w Dining Hall lately
may have noticed the food
tastes a little different homemade, even.
Richard Fritz, director of
Food Services, said cooks in
Winslow are now making the
majority of food from scratch
instead of preparing premade food from University
suppliers.
"Food should be cooked
fresh and on-site," Fritz said.
Fritz said Winslow cooks
began occasionally substituting homemade food last fall
but did not make the majority
of food until this semester.
YWe looked at the cooks'
skills and found several were
really good cooks and they
were excited to prepare the
food from scratch," Fritz said.
"The staff is excited about
making the food for the students even though it make s
their day harder ... they want
to serve great food to the customers."
Food Services hired Jason
Hoskins, graduate of Johnson
and Wales Culinary School,
last fall to act as the kitchen
production supervisor to help
get things rolling with the
new menu.

There have been some
kinks to work out in the
process of switching to food
that is not pre-made, Fritz
said. The staff is having trouble getting the correct portions to make enough food
because students are eating
differently, and portions that
used to be enough for an
entire night are running out
before closing time.
"You're not ever going to
please 100 percent of the people. but we know by producing good, fresh, qlialitr food.
we're going to have a better
product," Fritz said.
Fritz said as time passes,
the kitchen staff will eventually work out the portioning
issues.
Food Services has also complied a Student Food Committee to get student feedback on
the new menu.
The committee is comprised of representatives
from the Student Government
Association; Residential College Association, Black StuJent Council and the International Student ColOlcil.
"We're trying to market the
students and the food committee helps be a pipeline to
those students," Fritz said.

The committee meets at

are on the committee and do
not have a meal plan get to eat
at Winslow for free and those
with will plans will receive
more meals if the student
runs out before the end of the
semester.
Bryan said the committee
samples the food, offers opinions and discusses topics chosen by the committee such ns
the dinning tables and food
consistency with students in
the dining hall.
"A lot of students give helpful comments," Bryan said.
Bryan said everything student's say is taken into consideration.
Recipes that consistently
get bad reviews will be
changed and those that
receive good reviews will be
saved, she said. The biscuits
and gravy got good reviews so
the cooks kept the recipe.
Most items are taste-tested
five times before being given
to the students to help with
consistency issues.
Bryan said once the consistency issues are worked out
the new menu is going to be
very successful.
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashleyb.edwards@
murraystate.edu.

4:30 p.m. every other Tuesday

in Winslow, where the chefs
prepare a meal for the students and they arc able to eat
and offer feedback.
'fhc committee also talks to
other students to hear their
opinions.
Fritz said the program will
be successful if Food Services
"complies with what students
are looking for and what they
want."
Food Services is also looking into putting the T-Room
on a similar program when
Keith Skinner, the T-Room
advisor, retires.
The T-Room caters to a different crowd than Winslow,
so the menu will be different.
Fritz said.
MWe have to be good stewart's of our resources," Fritz
said.
Food Services is currently
lookin£7 for someone to take
Skinner's position.
Allie Bryan. freshman from
Hardinsburg. Ky., and RCA
representative on the Student
Food Committee. said Fritz
proposed the council at an
RCA meeting and asked for
volunteers.
Rryan said .students who

Students encourage
Styrofoam recycling
Recycling bins have been placed around camput by the acu.
dent recycling coordinatOrs to e~ at'Qden~ t'acu.lt1 ad
staff to recycle their $~fo~ wntalnen.
Erin Black, JeD.ior frorn Radcliff. Ky., and student ~
coordinator, .Bald the recycling project is servlna ~ • apiriment to gauge the level of student participation.
Black and fellow student recyclins coordl.oator StepUDie
Galla, sophomore from Glen Ellyn. nt... have mtt with Meal
University officials about the recycling I*Q~ 8lact said. If
recycling St)'TQf~ is well-received by tbe ~eDU. they t.pe
the University will agree to supply the needed funds for tbt llfOject
•styrofoam is one of our bigger waste compoaema, od tt Is
recyclable because .it turns into a low"JJ''lde plastic.• Black Mid.
8l.ack said she is currently wortms on a proposal to oftief tbe
University that will include estimates o( the COlts, labor, equipment, electricity, water and storaae space needed.
If the proposal is accepted. the Univerilty wW pwQale a
machine tlw will wash and compact tbe 5tyn)(oam. Black utcL
After it bas been compacted. ~ tbe same compaoy lhat aupplies the Styrofoam to the Uaiversity, wiD. coUecc tbe p roduct to
be recycled.
Black said the student recrcllna cOOtdiaaton have been wort~ cloaely with Facilities ~. who laue been stariltl
the collected Styrofoam te be recycled, Food 5erviees aad die
Housing Depanment to gee tbe rec:yclbls bt:ns out arot,md campus.
Black said they IU'e very gnteful to tbe students wbo have
noticed the recycling bins becaust they haw shown
participation.
The Styrofoam bins 'Will be in desipateel am. by the end Oil

areat

spring break.

University, City of Murray provide student connections
April Whitte n
Contributing writer
College students are constantly learning the importance of making connections.
and University officials want
to practice what they preach
as Murray State's Town and
Gown partnership continues
to grow.
"We arc very lucky here
that our University and town
have such a great relationship," Kim Griffo, coordinator
of Advancement Services
said.
Town and Gown's member-

'

ship consists of 51 area businesses, up from 45 in 2005.
The ultimate goal for Town
and Gown is 100 members.
The businesses in the partnership include the City of
Murray. Murray-Calloway
County Hospital. local reality
companies, banks and other
industries.
These businesses take part
in special projects and provide input to University President Randy Dunn to help
make the program ~rc helpful to students.
Since its inception in 2003,
the Town and Gown partnership bas been respon~ible for

• Comprehensive
Exams for Glasses
& Contact Lenses
• Treatment of Eye
Infections
•Most Insurance
Accepted (Including:
Blue Cross/Blue
Shield. Medicare,
Medicaid, Spectera,
Dr. Douglas W. Payne VSP, Avesis)

projects like the Murray Marquee, which can be seen in
front of the Murray Chamber
of Commerce.
This project, organized by
the founder of Town and
Gown. Marian Posey, displays
events within Murray and
welcomes students and visitors to the city.
Another project Town and
Gown took part in was the
award-winning Town and
Gown CD, which gives an
overview of Murray and the
University.
Two other projects, sponsored by Pella Grant Career
Services and Enterprise Grant

•

Career Services. include technology
upgrades
and
improvements in interview
and conference rooms in the
Career Services Center.
These two companies also
heavily recruit graduates
from Murray State.
Town and Gown also
involves student ambassadors
from Murray State to help
organize events around the
area.
In the future, Town and
Gown is looking to go regional and extend its services to
Hopkinsville, Paducah, Henderson and Madisonville.
Other future plans lncludi!

involving more international
students in the program.
"We want to make sure
they bond with the community and that they feel welcome," Griffo said. "We want
to welcome their ideas and
incorporat~ their needs in the
community."
Also, 'rown and Gown
plans to support a market survey of city and county, which
will involve student input.
This survey will look at the
needs of students and evaluate what is needed and what
is already available.
The partnership is also
lool<ifl~ to l'ecruit'Town and

See our m e nu online!

tthe Wild Raspberry
~

416 M ain DowntO'Nn Court Square

..

153-0859
wi/drasp@murray-ky.net

Gown student ambassadors.
The purpose of Town and
Gown is to help the community thrive.
"We are very appreciative
of the strong support that
businesses and organizations
have already shown for this
partnership," Randy Dunn
said ...We look forward to
working through the Town
and Gown Program to develop ideas and combine our
efforts to build a bright future
for the University and the
community."
April Whitten can be '
reached at april. whitten@
murraysta te.edu.
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EYES &EYEWEAR

3 Miles North of Murray

Phone: 270-767-0205

In Olympic Plaza, Next to Los Portales, Murray

753-5507
DIOR

R A L P H
fW.PH LAUREN

kate spade B URBERRY

FREE LG
PHONES

Serengeti
Tommy Hilfiger
Tommy Bahama
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American
~~•
Cellular ®
www.americancellular.net

PRIVATE ROOMS FOR

Murray

MEETINGS/PARTIES
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FACE OFF
AG
Border

Portnit

On agenuine bill, tilt fine lines in the border
are unbroken and clear. On counterfeit bills,
the lines in the outer margin and scrollwort
could be indistinct and blurred.

In agenuine bill, the face is life-like. On a
counterfeit bill. the face is lifeless and
flat. Details often merge into tilt back·
ground which is usually too dart or mot·
tied.

Seals
Genuine bills have clear and distinct saw-tooth points on the Federal
Reserve and Treasury seals. Seals on counterfeit bills have blunt.
uneven or broken saw-tooth points.

information compiled from secretservice.gov/money_detect.shtml, graphic by Brent Bauscher and Jonathan Burris/The News

University police investigate counterfeit money find
Emlly Wuchner
News Editor
Murray State Police are investigating the use of counterfeit money at
the Regents College Thoroughbrewed Cafe March 5.
David DeVoss, director of Public
Safety, said after employees at the
cafe discovered the counterfeit
money, University police began
gathering as much information as
possible about the bill.
Employees from Thoroughbrewed
could not comment because of the
ongoing investigation.

--

DeVoss said there are a number of
ways law enforcement officials can
determine if money is counterfeit.
"Many newer bills have features
that are very difficult, if not impossi~
ble, to duplicate," DeVoss said viaemail. "Business employees typically
use a •counterfeit pen.' The ink in the
pen reacts in a certain manner if the
bill is genuine. Also, in many bills a
security strip is present which is visible if held up to a light."
De Voss said the exchange of counterfeit money on campus is rare.
Tammy Elkins, supervisor of the
Thoroughbrewed Cafe, said the inci-

--------

dent on March 5 was the first time
counterfeit money was found at the
location.
Elkins said employees are trained
on what to do if counterfeit money is
accepted.
De Voss said he is unaware of a
specific University policy regarding
the use of counterfeit money, but
state and federal statutes prohibit
the use and possession of counterfeit
money.
"All reports of counterfeit money
on campus are investigated by the
Murray State Police and reported to
the United States Secret Service,

which is the federal agency of jurisdiction regarding counterfeiting,"
DeVoss said.
According to the U.S. Secret Service, established in 1865 to suppress
counterfeiting, counterfeiting money
is one of the oldest crimes in history,
especially during the times when
banks issued their own currency.
During the Civil War, about one~
third of all currency in circulation
was counterfeit.
DeVoss said students should
report any fraudulent activity to
Murray State Police.
Students should not accept coun-

terfeit money, even if it is from a
business.
"We appreciate the efforts of our
students and employees who
observe and report crime," DeVoss
said. "They serve as our eyes and
ears and have successfully solved or
thwarted criminal activity many
times. The Murray State Police
Department encourages everyone in
the campus community to continue
working toward our common goal of
keeping our campus as safe as possible."
Emily Wuchner can be reached at
emily.wuchner@murraystate.edu.

--

~--------

------~~~

Bill refusing health care benefits for domestic partners dies in House
Amanda Crider
Staff writer
Kentucky Legislature Senate bill152, which would have
banned public agencies,
including universities, from
extending health care benefits to domestic partners,
died in the House of Representatives House and Welfare Committee.

According to the roll call
vote, the bill passed in the
Senate with a vote of 27-8-3
and received the support of
95 percent of the Republican
senators present.
The l3ill was passed to the
House and Welfare Committee, but did not receive
enough support with the
committee and failed with a
vote of8-8.
The bill's lead sponsor Sen.

Vernie McGaha. R-Russell
Springs, said it was meant to
clear up confusion among
public institutions about who
qualifies for health coverage.
"The proposal was an
extension of the state constitutional amendment that
banned same-sex marriage,"
McGaha said. "The intent of
the bill was to protect marriage and protect the family
structure."

Steven Taylor, junior from
Parkers Lake, Ky., is a member of Alliance, a student
organization that supports
and promotes the specific
needs and interests of homosexual, bisexual and transgender students.
He said he was disappointed by the amount of legislators who supported the bill.
"Depriving honest citizens
of their right to affordable

healthcare on the basis of
marital status or sexual orientation is a sickening discrimi·
nation on the state's part,"
Taylor said via e-mail.
The current legislature session ends March 27.
Although the bill is currently dead, it is possible for
lawmakers to attempt to
revive it during the next session.
Lawmakers still have the

ability to ban the sharing of
health insurance benefits in
universities this session
through House bills 10 and
48, which were sent to the
House and Welfare Committee earlier this year.
Presently, neither of these
bills has been able to gather
the same support as SB 152.
Amanda Crider can be
reached at amanda.crider@
murraystate.edu.

Murray State University Graduation Center
Graduate with all the right stuff!
.

Senior Salute 2007
DIPLOMA FRAME
Protect and display
your diploma with a
custom made frame .
Perfect for home or office.

$99.95 - $179.95

Tues., March 27
. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
.. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wed., March 28
Thurs., March 29 ... . : .. . . .10 a.m. - 6 p .m.

Rocking Chair Lounge in the Curris Center
"Coming together to help you prepare a11d plan for graduation!"

CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION
Recognize and honor that
special person(s) that helped you
achieve your college success.
Actuai name(s) can be custom
printed on the framed certificate.

$15
THANK YOU NOTES
Say thank you with these
elegant note cards, featuring
custom school seal.
Packages of 10.

$8.50

PERSONALIZED
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The best way to announce to
all those special people.
Your name, degree and major
will be printed in the actual
text of your announcement,
along with the time and
location of the graduation
ceremony. Available in
packages of 20.

$30

REGISTRAR'S OFFICE:
Answering questions regarding graduation, degree requirements and commencement exercises.
MSU GRADUATE STUDIES:
A representative from Graduate Programs will be present to provide information about the
Master's Degree programs and to assist graduates in the application process.
STUDENT LOAN ACCOUNTING:
Conducting exit counseling for December graduates with Stafford loans. Informational booklets and loan summary totals will be available on that day. A representative will
be available until 4 p.m. each day.
CAREER SERVICES:
Come learn how to establish a Career Services file on-line! Information about resume
preparation, Interviewing and job search techniques will be available.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION:
Alumni Association representatives will provide information on how to network with MSU
Alumni before and after graduation, how to get involved In alumni chapter activities, and why
it is
important to stay in touch with Murray State.
UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE:
Be fitted for your cap & gown, order your personalized graduation Invitations & more! Then
meet with our Josten's representative to order your class ring and our Professional Framing
representative to select the pertect diploma frame.
THE SHIELD YEARBOOK:
Be sure to order your copy of the 2007 ShieldI The yearbook is a perfect way to preserve
those memories that made your years at MSU so unforgettable.
CLASSIC PHOTOGRAPHY:
Have your graduation portrait taken at Senior Salute! There is no sitting fee. no obligation buy, no
appointment needed, and FREE proofs. We will provide the regalia to have your graduation portrait taken.

CLASS RINGS
See the complete selection of
Murray State University
class rings . Take advantage of
promotional prices available
only during Senior Salute.

ENVELOPE SEALS
Elegant applique for sealing
announcement inner
envelopes. The distinctive
mark of your graduating class.
Available in packages of 25.

$7
CAP, GOWN
& TASSEL
ENSEMBLES
Bachelor's (includes stole) $30.95
Master's (includes hood & stole) $90 .95

ACCESSORIES
Bachelor's Honor Cords $8
Residential College Stoles $13 .25
(now required for both Bachelor's & Master's)

Master's Hoods $54.95
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Skateboarding not acrime?

Officials clarify campus policy
Ashley Edwards
Assistant news editor

Jonath •.m Burris/ The NP.w'

Daniel Polichette, junior from Murray, skateboards In front of the Curris Center on Monday afternoon. The University policy permits students to ride skateboards only to and from class.

Students ride dUferent types of wheels to class cars, bicycles, even skateboards. But student skate·
boarders might not be aware of the University policy
on their mode of transportation before they hit the
open sidewalks.
Garrett Moberly, junior from Gilbertsville, Ky.. has
been skateboarding for about a year.
"It's really fun, and I like all board sports like wakeboarding and snowboarding, so it's fun to do when
you don't have access to water or snow," he said.
Moberly said he has several friends on campus
who also skateboard. They typically go to a skate
park in Paducah, Ky., or skate around their neighborhood.
"We just skate wherever we are and the mood
strikes," Moberly said.
Moberly said he does not typically skate on campus and is not aware of a University policy.
David DeVoss, director of Public Safety. said viaemail, that students are allowed to skate to and from
class but all other skateboarding is prohibited and
non-students are not permitted to skateboard on
campus.
DeVoss said Public Safety responds to complaint
calls on skateboarding about three to five times a
week.
"The more common complaints are · that they are
skateboarding at entrances to buildings, on narrow
corridors, and that they are damaging property like

benches," DeVoss said.
DeVoss said first·time offenders receive a verbal
warning and are asked to leave campus. For a second
offense. violators' skateboards are confiscated and
they arc issued a citation into criminal or juvenile
court.
"Some boards have been destroyed by order of the
court as a result of failure to comply with the policy,"
DeVoss said. "Additionally, Murray State students
would be referred to Student Affairs."
Very few students skateboard on campus, DeVoss
said. Students typically use off-campus locations.
"There are appropriate venues for anyone who
enjoys skateboarding as a recreational pursuit or as a
competitive sport," DeVoss said.
DeVoss said the University put the policy in place
for the safety of students, faculty and staff. In addition, there have been skateboarders seriously injured
while skating on-campus.
"When the policy was reviewed over ten years ago,
it was determined that an enormous amount of property damage was incurred," DeVoss said. "Finally
staff, faculty and students were constantly calling to
complain about the menacing and reckless behaviors
of skateboarders."
DeVoss said since the current policy was enacted,
property damage and injuries have been reduced.
Said DeVoss: "Most universities have policies prohibiting skateboarding, performing stunts on bicycles
and skating to deal with vandalism to property and to
prevent injuries."

Ashley Edwards can be reached at ashleyb.edwards@
murraystate.edu.

University officials consider technology upgrade
Alaioa Zanln
Staff writer
Murra)' State's files are
overflowing.
Applications, transcripts,
financial aid forms. payroll
slips, class schedules, rosters,
grade reports, bill payments
and housing documents are
clogging file cabinets and
leaving a confusing paper trail
for University staff.
Last year, instead of buying
bigger filing cabinets, University administrators formed an
Enterprise Resource Planning
committee to explore the possibility of purchasing a system
that would put aU of Murray
State's records on one platform to allow each department to communicate efficiently to others.

For example, instead of
freshman Kristin Reffett wait·
ing on the phone for an hour
to schedule classes, she could
log onto a system that would
have her scheduled in a few
minutes.
Reffett, from Evansville,
Ind., said she welcomes the
upgrade in communication.
"Ithinkit~ljustotakelue

easier," Reffett said. "Instead
of going through a bunch of
red tape, we'll just be able to
get stuff done."
Reffett said the system, will
not only make students lives
easier, but also .help faculty
advise and perform tasks
quickly.
Jim Vaughan, assistant vice
president for enrollment
management, is one of the
faculty members on the ERP
committee.

Vaughan said Murray State
is one of the last universities
in Kentucky to consolidate its
records program onto one
interconnected platform.
"Here is the problem- right
now we have a home-grown
student administration and
records program," Vaughan
said. "By home-grown. I mean
it has been developed, modified and up-kept by Murray
State, and it has served us
well. But, some would say it is
nearing the end of its lifespan."
Two companies arc competing for the chance to bring
Murray State into the 21st
century.
DatateU and SunGard, rwo
electronic based businesses,
provide universities with an
interconnected platform from
which they can develop any-

GETS THE ADRENALINE
YOURS AND WHOEVER
IT ON YOUR RESUME.

thing from an online portfolio
to course management and
assessment.
Both
companies
have
demonstrated the software
capabilities to staff, faculty
and students during the past
rwo weeks.
Teachers will be able to
post grades faster. and quick
access to transcripts and MAP
reports will help them guide
students to graduation.
Roth companies provide
security for staff as well as
students.
SunGard
representative
Melissa Spears said the security of the system is in compliance with the Family Edu·
catiOJBI~ -Privacy
Act.
"Anyone in th~ Murray
State educational community
can see student records,"

ABOUT

Add some Leadership & Excitement to your life today! For more information,
contact the Murray St. Army ROTC at 270-809-5061 or visit http://www.murraystate.edu/rotc/

Spears said. "Baseline FERPA
compliance is as long as the
student's educational interests are kept in mind. Murray
State many go beyond
FERPA, which many universities do, and to what level is at
their discretion."
Murray State will be able to
design a database and online
services tailored to the needs
of the Univer~il.y. but because
of costs and the necessary
input of students, administra·
tion and faculty, this process
may take two to three years.
said jackie Dudley, dir:ector of
accounting and finance and
chair of the ERP committee.
Dudl~y ~aid-4he change
wouiQR't;e ~tam, because
the University and committee
are gathering information
first to be able to make a conscientious decision.

"You won't see an immediate change," Dudley said. "We
do have to go through a
process and it really depends
on the vendor we choose, the
University and the commit·
tee. Changes will occur as
pieces are installed, by looking at what needs need to be
met first."
Jim Vaughan agrees that the
adjustment may take time, but
will ultimately be worth it.
"If you can imagine what
we're trying to do is replace
the central nervous system of
this campus," Vaughan said.
"This is going to be a very
complex,
multifaceted
process, but in the finest of
Murray tradition we will step
up to the challenge."
Alaina Zan in can be reached
at alaina.zanin@murraystate.

edu.
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·Racer Gameday
7:05 p.m. Thursday
ASU Convocation Center
Jonesboro, Ark.

Racers live to play another day
AutumnBoaz

MSU STAYS

Assistant Sports Editor

Scoring Luders

Joi Scott - 21.7 ppg
Amber Guffey - 13.3ppg
Ashley Nichole Hayes - 12.6ppg
Rebounding Leaders

Joi Scott - 8.5rpg
Ashley Nichole Hayes- 6.9 rpg
Alaina Lee - 3.8rpg

ASU STAYS
Scoring Leaders

Adrianne Davie - 20.9ppg
Rudy Sims - 15.8ppg
Ali Carter - 7.9ppg
ReboundinCJ Leaders

Adrianne Davie- 8.5rpg
Rudy Sims - 5.2rpg
Lyndsay Schlup - 3.8rpg

LAST MEETING
Arkansas State defeated Murray State
84~79 on Dec. 1, 2003 in Jonesboro,
Ark.

QUOTABLE
"We feel very fortunate to be one of
the teams that are selected for post·
season play. We'regoing to prepare as
hard as we can and play our very
best."
- Joi Felton, Murray State head coach

Contrary to what most believe, basketball season isn't over yet.
When the men's team was eliminated
in the first round of the Ohio Valley
Conference Tournament and the women's team followed suit in the championship round of the event, Murray State
basketball fans were under the impression that the next basketball action the
Racers would see was months away.
Tuesday, though, M1,11'ray State basketball was revived when the women's team
received a bid to the Women's National
Invitational Tournament, which begins
today and continues until March 31.
After the women lost to Southeast
Missouri State in the championship
game of the OVC tournament, rumors
flew that despite their elimination from
the NCAA tournament, the Racers
would receive an automatic bid to the
NIT tournament.
Official bids and match-ups, however,
were not announced until late Monday
night.
After anticipating the invite for more
than a week, the brackets paired Murray
State with Sun Belt conference opponent
Arkansas State, who finished the season
20-12.
The Racers are scheduled to play the
Indians at 7 p.IIL tonight in Jonesboro,
Ark.
Head Coach ]ol Felton said her team
took a few days off after its OVC loss,
but continued its regular practice routine in hopes of receiving the tournament berth.
Although the bid was not a complete
surprise. she said it still put things into
perspective.
"It feels great to (get a bid)," Felton
said. "We're excited. There are about 324
Division 1 teams, 64 will play in the
NCAA tournament and 48 will play in
the NIT tournament. That still leaves a
significant amount of teams sitting at
Elaine Kight/The News home and watching. We feel very fortunate to be one of the teams that are
Sophomore guard Amber Guffey goes up for a layup against Southeast Mls· selected for post·season play. We're
souri in the Ohio Valley Conference championship game. The Racers lost the going to prepare as bard as we can and
title contest, but received a bid to the Women's NIT and will play Thursday.
play our very best."

Rifle takes
8th place in
NCAA meet

2007 Women's NIT
.....

....1

..........

March 14-March 31
1 ••

Su Wnll

Last year the NIT field consisted of 32
teams, but this year the tournament
expanded to 48 teams in order to accommodate an automatic berth for every
conference in the nation. Murray State
received the bid because it was the highest-finishing team in the conference's
regular season standings that did not
advance to the NCAA Tournament.
This year marks Arkansas State's
eighth appearance at the NIT. The Indians received an at-large berth after beating Western Kentucky in the quarterfinals of the Sunbelt Conference Tournament. The team's last trip to the tournament was in 2005 when the Indians made
it through two rounds before falling to
Iowa.
This season, the Indians finished with
20 wins overall and went into the conference tournament as the sixth seeded
team. Arkansas State was knocked out of
its conference tournament by No. 2
seeded Lafayette-Monroe, 62-59.
In the Racers last meeting w ith the
Indians in 2003, the Racers were defeated 84-79.
Because the Racers and the Indians are
not regular season opponents, Felton
said she knew little about the Racers'
upcoming opponent Felton's knowledge
of her own team, however, has grown
vastly during post-season play.
"1 have a group of young ladies who
work very well together. they care about
each other and they're first and foremost," Felton said. "When Joi (Scott)
went down, 1 think it brought them closer together. Initially, it was a shock and
you hate to see a player go down late in
the season, especially a senior. I challenged them to come together and for
people to step into new roles, not necessarily step up."
If the Racers get a first-round NIT
win, they will play W isconsin in the second round of the tournament. Second
round games will be played Friday
through Monday. Venues will be the
facilities of participating schools
throughout the tournament.
Today's game will be broadcast on
103.7FM.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@ murraystate.edu.
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AutumnBoaz
Assistant Sports Editor
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The rifle team made its 27th appearance at the NCAA Championships last
weekend in Fairbanks, Alaska, but
returned to Murray empty-handed after
placing last in the eight-team event.
After finishing second at the Ohio Valley Conference Championship match
Feb. 17 and third at the NCAA Sectional
match Feb. 9, Head Coach Morgan Hicks
said she felt her team was not up to par.
"We didn't fair as well as we wanted to,
that's for sure," Hicks said. "I was really
disappointed in our overall perfonnance.
We could have performed a lot better
than that, but there are a lot of teams that
would have liked to have been in our
shoes and been given the opportunity to
compete. We are very fortunate that we
made the top eight, and that we were able
to go to NCAAs. That in itself is a great
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see NCAA, 3B
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Murray State Events

Tonight: CBS @ 6 p.m.

Saturday: ESPN2 @ ll a.m.

College Basketball
NCAA Tournament: First Round

Women's College Basketball
ACC Championship

Saturday: FSN @ 7 p.m.

Sunday: ABC @ 2:30 p.m.

NHLHockey
Stars at Predators

NBA Basketball
Mavericks at Pistons

--

w Fri. - Sun.: Track & Field

Atlanta, Ga.
Morehouse Relays

Saturday: Baseball @ 1 p.m.
Reagan Field
Indiana State at Mu rray State (DH)

Sunday: M Tennis @ 6 p.m.

Sun. -Tues.: M Golf @ TBA

Lexington, Ky.
Murray State at Kentucky

Gadsden, Ala.
Grub Mart Intercollegiate

. ,.
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:Mid-majors
get shaft
in tournament
I've never been one to subscribe to
conspiracy theories, but after considering
this year's NCAA Tournament bracket, I
just can't help but be a little suspicious of
our friends over in ~--...-,..,....-
Indianapolis.
Last year, George
•Mason showed us that
'on:: any given day,
:Da~id
can
slay
:~liath. But judging
·from
the
recent
:actions of the NCAA
:and the selection
;cQmmittee, the pow:ers-that-be in college
·6asketball
are
:attempting to pry that
•Slingshot right out of
,David's hand.
Of course, the
Sports Editor
selection committee
would deny this, and they have. But the
'evidence is everywhere. The NCAA
• ·clearly doesn't want another George
. ·Mason, and they'll do everything in their
power to see that it doesn't happen again.
• · ·Exhibit A: The number of mid-major
. schools granted at-large bids to the tournament have steadily declined over the
past four years. In 2004, 12 mid-major
schools received at-large bids. That number declined to nine in 2005, eight in 2006
and a measly six this season. The statis·
tics don't lie - it has become nearly
impossible for a mid-major that doesn't
win its conference tournament to receive
a bid.
Exhibit B: The selection committee
took special care to pair mid-major
- schools against each other in the first
round - ensuring that at least three
potentially dangerous mid-majors are
eliminated without ever facing a power
conference school. Twelve-seed Old
Dominion, the team that many say most
· reminds them of last year's George
Mason squad, is paired with five-seed
Butler, one of the strongest mid-major
· schools around. Highly ranked Nevada is
pitted against Missouri Valley Tournament champion Creighton in a 7-10
matchup and No. 13 Holy Cross drew No.
4 Southern Illinois.
Depending on bow you defme mid· major, it could be argued that there are
· tw'o other first-round games featuring
two mid-majors - Xavier vs. Brigham
Y-oung and Memphis vs. North Texas.
Exhibit C: Several deserving mid. majors were denied at-large bids in favor
of questionable power conference
. schools. The three teams with the highest
RPI rankings that aren't going dancing
~ are, not surprisingly, mid-majors. Air
, Force, Missouri State and Bradley boast. ed RPI rankings of 30, 36 and 38 respec- .tively, but all were left out on Selection
Sunday. Left out for teams such as Stanford, which went 18-12 this season and
· .bad an RPI of 65. In what universe is this
.considered fair?
· , There were other mid-majors that
should have received at-large bids as
. well. Drexel was considered by many to
: be a shoe-in. Instead, Arkansas got in.
The Razorbacks went 2-8 in road games
· this season and finished 7-9 in the SEC.
• It's ridiculous, and it's insulting.
Exhibit D: The fact that the play in
• game even exists is an insult to mid·
· .majprs. No matter what the NCAA tries
•tQ tell us, the fact remains that the PIG is
• .not a real tournament game. It's a sorry
excuse for the selection committee to
. :give one more at-large bid to a power
. G:onference school, thereby keeping a
, mid-major conference champion out of
- the field of 64.
• What's more disturbing are the rumors
that the NCAA plans to add several more
, play-in games to the tournament in the
not-so-distant future, games undoubtedly
to be filled by mid-majors. Why? There is
•only one answer that makes any sense
• whatsoever - the Selection Committee
• wants nothing to do with mid-majors.
• Is the NCAA in cahoots with the power
; ·conferences? Do they feel pressured by
: the power conferences to keep the little
guys at home? Do they honestly believe,
even after all the upsets year in and year
out, that mid-majors can't compete with
the big boys? Your guess is as good as
mine, but there is undeniably a clear bias.
So 1 hope you enjoyed George Mason's
run last season because there might
never be another one like it.
Tommy Dillard is the sports editor at The
Murray State News. E-mail comments to
thomas.dillard@mu"aystate.edu.
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Rowers shatter records, prep for season
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
It's been a record-breaking winter for the Racer rowing team.
After coming off the winter training trip in January, the Racers are
rowing at a faster pace than ever
before after nine women broke the
team's previous record in the 200Qmeter race at a recent practice on
Kentucky Lake.
The new record stands at 7 minutes, 22 seconds, and Head Coach
Bill McLean said it is the team's
goal to have aU of its varsity women
under eight minutes in the 2000meter race.
The Racers will have plenty of
time to work on accomplishing that
goal and others next week as the
team heads to Natchitoches, La., for
its annual spring training trip.
The trip will give the Racers time
away from school to focus on rowing before they delve into a month
jam-packed with competition.
"It's an opportunity for us to prepare for the racing season, and
when I say prepare, I mean to
enhance what we are doing now,"
McLean said. "We have to be posting faster times each week and hoping that as we move forward, that
wiU be enough to advance us to the
NCAA Tournament."
The NCAA is, of course, the ultimate goal for McLean's ever-growing program, but he said it is too
early to tell whether 2007 will be
the year the Racers join the nation's
top programs at the prestigious
event.
"There's a small opportunity for
us to get there," he said. '1 would be
in a better position at the beginning
of April to know what our chances
are."
The Racers will get a chance to
compete in a race for the first time
since November during the training
trip, as they have races scheduled

Jeff SlinkerfTht> Newr

Therowing team practices on Kentucky lake last fall. The teamis preparlfl9 for Its spriOCJ training trip March 11·23.
toches.
"They're pretty quick," he said.
"We're thinking that over Spring
Break, we'll test them against
Wichita State and Northwestern
State and see what kind of speed
they can produce and make sure
that's the boat we want to have."
McLean said he bas not decided
on lineups for the varsity boats, but
said the lineups are close to being
formed.
rn the mix for the varsity eight
boat arc four true freshmen - Jenna
Kirkpatrick, Stefanic Kozuszek.
Katelyn Campbell and Erin Sargent.
McLean said he expects seniors
Tracy Bogard and .Laura Graham to
be instrumental in making up both
varsity boats.
After returning from the training
trip, the team will face Alabama
April 7 and prepare for the Southern lnt(:rcollegiate Rowing Association Championships April 20-22
and the Midwest Collegiate Championships April 28.

with both Wichita State and Northwestern State.
In addition to rowing, McLean
said rowers will work on mentally
preparing themselves for races
while in Natchitol·hes.
"We'll be doing daily seminars to
help us prepare mentally for racing,
not onlr on race day. but the week
before the race," he said. "We'll
work on how we're going to balance the demands of our regular
academic schedules us we move
into final sessions as well as focus
on racing."
While the team focuses on physical and mental preparation for the
upcoming spring season, Mclc:m
and he and. his assistant coaches
will concern themselves with
determining boat lineups and
deciding which boats to run in
upcoming competitions.
McLean said he will likl'ly run a
varsity eight, varsity four and
novice eight, depending on the performance of the novices in Natchi-

The Racers will then head to Oak
Ridge, Tenn. for the NCAA Regional May 11-12 where they will
attempt to qualify for the NCAA
Championships.
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.

Osting serves athletes as tutor, friend
Molly Wolfe
Contributing writer
For the past decade, John
Osting has been a friend
and confidant of Murray
State students and staff.
As if the normal day-to·
day stresses were not
enough for most people,
John-John, as friends call
him, faces those stresses in
the wheelchair he has been
confined to all his life.
Due to a complicated
two month premature
birth, John-John acquired
an acute case of Cerebral
Palsy. According to the
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Strokes, "Cerebral Palsy is
an incurable neurological
disorder caused by abnormalities in the brain that
affect muscle use."
Thirty-two year-old Osting has been working on
behalf of Murray State for
the past decade, and it is
very rare to mention his
name to someone without
receiving a bright smile in
return.
Osting is the Director of
Academic Services for the
Weaver Center for Academic Enhancement which
services the entire studentathlete population.
Regardless of spending
most of his time in a wheelchair, Osting makes it clear
that he is not by any means
paralyzed. He has some
movement in all of his
extremities and, occasionally uses a walker.
He makes his way
through campus with a
motorized wheel chair,
which bas become his
trademark in students'
recognition of him.
"I always know when to
wake up and pretend l wasn't sleeping during my
study hours because I can
here John-fohn's motor
from a mile away," junior

photo courtesy of Molly Wolfe

John OstiOCJ, Director of Academic Services for the Weaver Center for Academic Enhancement helps a
student recently •
football receiver Rod Harper said.
At 8 a.m. Osting arrives
at the Weaver Center for
what he knows will be a
long day. Always dressed
professionally and comfortably, Osting gives
everyone a warm wclcoml!
and a wave.
His typical day consists
of various student-athletes
looking for guidance in finishing up a last minute
assignment, or a troubled
student in desperate need
of a tutor for a specific
class. Osting is there to
help thesc students every
step of the way.
"I just take joy in helping
anybody, whether it is
through a difficult period
managing a disability or
helping a student find his
or her way to Faculty Hall,"

Osting said.
Rosanne Radke, athletic
academic adviser in the
Weaver
Center.
has
worked closely with Osting
for mnny years.
"It's hard to complain
around him," Radke said. "I
think we're all guilty of taking our good health for
granted and he makes you
aware."
''He is upbeat and easy
going," Radke said. "John
treats
everyone
with
respect, whether you're a
star athlete or a freshman
on the bench."
Osting graduated in 1992
with a degree in journalism. He dreamed of being a
successful broadcast journalist, but he found out it
was not the field for him,
Instead, he jumped
between less permanent
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jobs such as substitute
teaching at Caldwell County Middle School.
"My boxing career was
cut short," Osting said, joking about why he initially
turned to substitute teach·
ing.
He also held a position at
the Curris Center under
Jim Baurer before eventually landing his current role
in 19<)7, overseeing student
athletes in the stadium's
Weaver Center.
Osting has been working
in the athletic department
for the past decade and is
not letting anything slow
him down anytime soon.
wl'm a daredevil type of
guy," Osting said. "I'll take
chances because particularly with a disability you
have to take chances to figure out what your limits

arc. And to me, I have to
know that I can not do
something, and the only
way I'm going to know that
is to try it first. ..
John Dillon, Professor of
journalism and mass communications, was Osting's
professor and adviser and
holds Osting in high regard.
"John-John shows that a
physical disability docs not
have to limit one's potential. He is a realist and optimist at the same time. This
is an unusual and bright
quality."
That same brightness
applies even when Osting
talks about his disability,
something he is usually
eager to do.
"One day, in my senior
year of high school, the
entire class hour was dedicated to fielding questions
from my classmates about
my disability," Osting said.
"I've done speeches, discussion groups and roundtable so I have no prohlcm
discussing it."
It isn't until 10:30 p.m.
when Osting can officially
pack his belongings and
call it a day, only to start
the routine the next morning. He is a busy man with
a big heart.
"Anything I can do to
make my mark. I'll do it.
Not because I want to make
my mark so much and
leave something behind,
but because I Just want to
help people. '3nd if you dq
that job well enough, the
mark will be left for you."
Osting's
motorized
wheelchair will continue to
echo its way through Stewart Stadium, waking student-athlc!tes in study hall
from long over due naps,
however, still bringing a
smile to their faces as he
continues his long day.
Molly Wolfe carz be
reached at molly.wolfe@
murraystate.edu.
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Water level
affects fish

'Breds break even in double-header
Team improves record with win over SDSU
Sarah Tinsley
Contributing writer
The baseball team had a
split-decision double-header as they played visiting
South Dakota State Saturday, winning the first game
with a score of 4-3 and
falling just short the second, losing 3-4.
Both games were led by
the outstanding pitching
performances of junior
Mike Perconte and freshman closer Brad Rowland
who picked up the win.
SDSU put the first run on
the scoreboard during the
second inning of the first
game. But Murray State
matched that run in the
fourth when freshman leftfielder Chad Allen scored a
run with help from a single
from senior center-fielder
Tyler Pittman and a sacrifice fly from senior catcher
Jason Payton.
With the game tied 1-1,
the Thoroughbreds went
ahead in the eighth inning
when senior designated hitter Austin Swain drew a
lead-off walk and advanced
to second on a groundout.
Sophomore
shortstop
Justin Yount earned a single to move Swain to third,
who then scored on a wild
throw to make it a 2-1 game,
'Breds lead.
Junior pitcher Mike Perconte had a great game the
first eight innings, allowing
only one run and three hits.
South Dakota did score two
runs off four hits in the
ninth inning. Freshman
right-hander, Brad Rowland was called in to a
sticky situation. with one
out and bases loaded. Rowland got a flyout and a
strikeout to end the inning
with a 3-2 SDSU lead.

conditions:~

In the bottom of the
ninth, Pittman led off with
a double and advanced to
third on a groundout. He
was then able to score on a
wild pitch. Senior pinch·
hitter
Jamie
Leidolf
reached on an error that
took him to second. Swain
hit a single down the right
field line and Leidolfs
pinch-runner Matt Scheer
crossed the plate with the
'Bred's winning run.
Pittman went three-forfour for Murray State with
a double and run scored.
On the mound, Rowland
got the win in the books
and Perconte allowed three
runs on seven hits, striking
gout four and walking two,
throwing 115 pitches in 8V3 innings.
Rowland was also on the
mound in the second game,
going the distance for all
seven innings.
In the second game it
was Murray State who was
the first to put up a run,
also in the second inning.
Payton led off by reaching
on a field error then
advanced to second on a
sacrifice bunt. Payton then
moved to third on a
groundout and Yount hit a
single to drive him home.
Sophomore catcher Daniel
Miller then singled Yount
to second and Matt Scheer
drove him to give Murray
State a 2-0 lead.
The 'Breds made two
errors in the third inning,
costing them four runs
gained by SDSU. The score
remained this way until
Swain led off with a single
in the seventh and final
inning.
Junior
pinch-hitter
Andrew Cella got a ,single
to advance Swain to second
and junior Blake Helm
came in to pinch-run for

I l

NCAA
From Pagel
accomplishment."
Despite fmishing with the second lowest
aggregate team score of the season, 4,565, two
Racer shooters earned All-American Second
Team honors at the conclusion of the two-day
event.
Junior Cameron Hicks was named to the small·
bore All-American Second Team, while sophomore Bryant Wallizer earned the honor based on
his air rifle performance. Both men have consis·
tently led the team in their respective categories.

It's happened to all of us. We wiU· be
whacking the fish one day, go out the next
day and find our spots empty. This happened to me just this weekend.
Friday I went out and caught a bunch of
nice quality bass. I
was bragging to my
buddy bow good
the fishing was and
told him I'd take
him out the next
day. He didn't catch
a fish and l had a
few small ones.
What happened?
It occurred to us in
the afternoon that
the water level
dropped. A lot of
our spots just didn't
Steve
have enough water
Miller
on them to hold Outdoor colwiuilst
fiSh.
Besides the factors of seasonal patterns
and water temperature, which can · be
applied to all bodies of water, Kentucky
and Barkley lakes have special features
which must be factored in. One is lake
photos b)' Elain<' Kight!T/Je News
elevation. Depending on electricity proThe ThorOUC)hbreds receive a favorable call at a recent home oame BQainst Evansville.
duction, the lake elevation will change
accordingly.
The other is current. Current
Cella.
The runners
can
fluctuate
depending on how much
advanced on Lcidolfs sacwater is being released. As you consider
rifice and Swain scored on
both of these factors, you should be able
a groundout. Allen then
to
locate fJSh on a structure that is best
came up and hit a grounder
' suited for the conditions.
to third base hut was
A hard draw down of water levels will
thrown out before he could
cause
the fish to move deeper, and hold
reach farst.
on offshore cover. This is the instinctive
Six team members had
response of fJSb, as they believe they are
singles, with Payton, Yount
losing
water in their habitat. They will
and Swain scoring runs and
move
to
the safety of deep water to
Hudson, Yount and Scheer
ensure their survival needs are met. • •
picking up those RBI's.
During a flood, the fish will move shalRowland allowed four runs
lower
and take advantage of the new
on five hits and struck-out
structure that has become available to
eight.
them. Rising water often triggers a feedThe baseball teams' next
ing
frenzy because of the worms, insects
game will be a doubleand other foods that are now in the water.
header at 1 p.m. Saturday
Basically, falling water levels will move
against Indiana Sate at Rea·
the
fish deeper off the shoreline, and ris·
gan Field.
ing
water
will move them shallower to the
Sarah Tinsley can be
new structure available to them. It's
reached
at sarah.tinsimportant to keep in mind that these
ley@murraystate.edu.
The 'Breds Infield meets at the mound durin!) a late Inning.
movements are during drastic changes in
elevation in a short period of time and not
applicable to slowly fluctuating levels
during the transition to spring and winter
pools. If the elevation is stable or slowly
changing, the fJSh will follow their normal
seasonal patterns.
Fish will also move according to
With four people per team participating in
match with an aggregate score of 1,157 out of a
extreme changes in current. If a dam is
each event, Hicks said she placed Cameron Hicks
possible 1,200. Cameron followed behind with a
releasing a lot of water, the current can be
and Wallizcr in the team's most critical posicombined score of 1.143.
too strong for the fish and they will posiHost team Alaska-Fairbanks placed first place
tions.
tion themselves out of the moving water
as a team with an aggregate score of 4,662, claim"Cameron and Bryant arc my strongest shootby staging on current breaks, such as
ing its ninth NCAA title in front of a record·
ers so I put them at the end of the day, so they
points or ledges on the main lakes, or the
breaking crowd of about 900 people. Army
knew what the farst two people had shot before
back of bays and creeks.
·
placed second, while OVC rival Jacksonville
them and they knew that they had to shoot good
A good flow of current (that isn't too
·scores going into it," Hicks said.
State placed third.
strong) can be great for ftsb. It will oxyAfter shooting a 586 out of a possible 600 in air
Autumn
Boaz
can be reached at
genate the water and make ftsh 'more
rifle and a 571 in smallbore, Wallizer finished the
autumn.boaz@murraystate.edu.
active as bait is moving in the current.
On the other hand, a lack of current,
especially in the summer when most fish
are on the main lake, can have a negative
effect on fish behavior. The water won't
be rich in oxygen or bait and the fish can
tum off.
Keeping these two factors in mind can
point you in the right direction of wbere
to fish. If a drastic rise of water is occur·
ring, ftsh ambush shallow spots such as
flooded brush and trees.
If the lake is falling rapidly, move offshore a bit and fiSh deeper in a structure.
If there is a strong current, look for fish in
areas of less water movement. Kentuckylake.com will show hour by hour changes
in lake levels and discharge of water. ·
These factors that are common in
reservoirs can occur in natural lakes, but
are less common. Heavy rainfall can
change elevation and current strength.
When this happens on natural lakes: most
fishermen do not know how to deal with
it, and will wonder where all the fish went
that were in their honey holes the past
few years. Having an understanding of
lake levels and current will make you a
better, aU-around fisherman and more
consistent in your results.
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Bible Study 9 a.m.
Topic: Book of Revelation
Refreshments 1oa.m.

Wednesda;rs Feb. 21 - Mar. 28
supper 6:00 p. m.
Wonhip 7:t5 p. m.

Steve Miller is the outdoor columnist at
The Murray State News. E-mail comments
to steven.miller@murraystate.edu.

Calloway Garden/Essex Downs Apartments
1505 Diuguid Drive • Murray, KY 42071
753-8556
TOO 1-800-545-1833 Ext. 283
One- and two-bedroom apartments
Central heat and air
Accepting Applications
Office Hours 8 a .m. - noon

1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

-·

thenews ,:.!.,-

sports

4b

March 15, 2007

Gettin' outdoors Men's golf finishes 9th
Tennis teams endure Alabama trip

~!amford ~!!~tional
Contributing writer

AutumnBoaz
Assistant Sports Editor
After beginning the season
indoors, the men's and women's
tennis teams opened conference
play outside 1ast weekend. competing in their first outdoor meets
of the season in Alabama.
With each team playing two
matches, the women's team went
1-l, while the men remained winless for the 2007 season after losing two Ohio Valley Conference
matches.
The men fell 6-1 Saturday to
Samford, ranked first in the OVC
with a 1-o record. Sunday. the
Racers were defeated by Jacksonville State (2·1, OVC) by the
same score.
Despite opening the season
against nationally ranked opponents, men's Head Coach Mel
Purcell said his team's tough
competition earlier in the year
still did not prepare the Racers
for either of the OVC opponents.
"I was afraid to play the top
two teams in the conference right
off the bat,'' Purcell said. "'You'd
like to build yourself up. Even
though we had played some
tough teams before, it's was our
first match outside and we
weren"t in shape, we weren't
ready."
No. 1 singles player Fadi Zamjaoui recorded the Racers' lone
singles win in each of the two
matches. Zamjaoui also tallied a
doubles win with partner Dmytro
Hryhorash against Samford Saturday.
While both teams struggled
with the outdoor transition, the
women's team made a quick
adjustment and was able to pick
up a 7- 0 win against Jacksonville
State Sunday, after falling to Samford 3-4 Saturday.
"I was really impressed with
our players," Women's Head
Coach Connie Keasling said.
"Actual!)', if you look at both of
our matches, we won 74 percent
of our matches played."
The Racers jumped out to a J-0
lead Saturday against Samford
after sweeping all three Samford
pairs in doubles play.
The Racers went on to claim
wins at No. 1 and No. 2 singles,
but the Bulldogs responded by
winning four straight singles
matches' giving Samford the 4-3
win.
Sunday, the Racers won all six
singles matches, as well as the
No. 1 and No. 3 doubles matches.
The win kept the Racers' OVC
record even and improved their
overall record to 4-5.
Despite conference play beginning three weeks earlier than last
season, Keasling said her team
was happy to be back in the OVC
atmosphere.
"Everybody played with a great

The men's golf team dropped a spot in
the Ohio Valley Conference standings
this week as it competed in a three-day
stint at the Samford Intercollegiate tournament, played Tuesday at Umestone
Springs Golf Course in Birmingham. Ala.
The Racers started slowly in the fmt
round, but made a valiant attempt in the
second and third rounds of play, finishing
with an overall score of 900 - good
enough to put them in ninth place out of
17 competing teams.
"We just didn't play good," Head Coach
Eddie Hunt said. "Nobody played well.
We bad some of our top players play the
worst they've played all year."
Hunt said he is not satisfied with where
his team stands right now, and said it has
nothing to blame for their performance.
"The weather was great, the course was
great and we bad good competition," he
said. "We just didn't get it done."
Senior Michael Craft was the Racers'
leading scorer, fmisbing 24th out of 76
players. He shot rounds of 70.75-80 to
equal a 225 in the tournament.
Sophomore Mitchell Moore turned in
scores of78, 70 and 78 for a total of226 to
follow close behind Craft in 28th place.
Senior Kyle Landrum finished in 35th
with a total of 228 while junior Mark
Brant placed 43rd with a score of 230.
Hunt also says earning a win has a lot
to do with how well the team's top play-

"Michael did ok, but not his best at all,"
he said. "Kyle Landrum didn't play weD
and Jerry Price had his worst tournament
of the year. You know, when certain people don't do well, the team's going to
struggle."
The Racers defeated OVC teams Morehead State University, Southern Illinois
University and Samford JV.
They fell short against Eastern Kentucky
and Samford. EKU shot a total score of
880 to earn third, New Orleans University came in second with 869 and Austin
Peay nabbed fust place with an overall
867.
Austin Peay has fared weD this season
and Hunt said he expects the Governors
to continue. He expects Austin Peay to
be the team's No. 1 competitor this season, OVC or otherwise.
"I definitely think they're the team to
beat." he said. "We played them once this
year on their home turf and ended up
tying with them. That shows me that
we're capable of beating them."
Hunt said his team wasn't able to get
anything going during this particular
match but is confident his team will have
a better performance after Spring Break.
"WeD, we're going to have a week off
and I really think that will help," he said.
"We'll have the week to really get back in
the swing of things and focus on our next
match. We'll be ready after that."
Sarah Tinsley can be reached at
sarah.tinsley@murraystate.edu.
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Former assistant coach dies
Former assistant football coach Larry McClain, 48, died of unknown causes March 9
in Dillon, S.C.
McClain served as the defensive line coach and strength coach at Murray State from
1993 to 1999. He was a member of Head Coach Houston Nutt's fmt staff in 1993. During that season, the Racers set a school record for sacks in a season, with guidance from
McClain.
After the Racers won two Ohio Valley Conference titles in 199S and 1996, McClain
was recognized as the top strength and conditioning coach in the OVC.
After spending seven seasons with the Racers, McClain transferred to Fayetteville
State University where he worked as an assistant coach and defensive coordinator.
McClain is survived by his wife and two children.

Elaine Kight/The News

Sophomore Adriana Alvarez prepares for a backhand In practice Tuesday.
college crowd at Samford,"
Keasling said. "People were
yelling and cheering with every
single point you played.
Wit was a wonderful, wonderful
weekend. lt was a great experience."
The women's team will travel
to Tempe, Ariz., to compete in
the Sun Devil Invitational during
Spring Break.
The men will play three matches Saturday through Monday
before taking an eight-day break.
Keasling said the women's trip
keeps the team in shape during
the heart of tennis season, while
also giving the women a chance

to enjoy Spring Break.
"I feel like I'm very demanding
as a coach, and I work them pretty hard," Keasling said. "I think
it's nice to be able to go do something like that.
"When we come back we're in
the conference season, so to me,
for (the team) to spend Spring
Break together, it's a very important team builder."
The men face welcome Southern Illinois to Purcell Courts at 1
p.m. today before traveling to
Tennessee and Kentucky this
weekend.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@murraystate.edu.

Scott earns natiOnal recognition
Senior Joi Scott was listed as one of 52
finalists for the Kodak Women's Basketball Coaches Association All-American
team March 8.
A committee of WBCA members from
each of the eight WBCA regions selected
the 52 finalists.
"This is a testament to Joi Scott and the
work she put in this year," women's Head
Coach Joi Felton said in a press release.
"She has been one of the most consistent
players in the nation all year.l'm proud of
her and the maturity she showed this season. She put the team on her back, and
she deserves all this attention."
Scott averaged 21.7 points and 8.S
rebounds per game during the 2006-07
season.
Along with the All-American honor,

Scott tallied four Ohio Valley Conference
Player of the Week honors, which led to
her recognition as OVC Player of the
Year. She also earned All.OVC First
Team honors.
Scott is one of three WBCA All-American finalists from a Kentucky college or
university.
The All-American Team, which will
include only ten finalists from the 52-person list. will be announced at 8:4S a.m.
March 31 at the Cleveland Marriott
Downtown at Key Center in Cleveland,
Ohio.
Scott is the fmt player from the women's basketball team to make the list.
"1 am honored," Scott said in a press
release. "It feels good to be included
among such a talented group of players."

REMEMBER HOW HELPFUL YOUR FIRST YEAR LEADER WAS?
COME BE A PART OF THIS EXCITING PROGRAM!

REQUIREMENTS:
• Must have completed 30 hours by the end of the Spring 2007 semester
• Must currently have at Jeast a 2.5 GPA • Must have excellent communication skills
·Must enroll in GUI 251 for credit or audit

•

.••

J".

Applications are available from your College Head, the Student Affairs Office,
or download from the Murray State Web site as a link from the Student Affairs site:

http:l.lwww.murrsystate.edu/secsvldlrector.htm

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO: APRIL 6, 2007

·.

Must be tumed in to your College Head and must sign up for an interview time. Your College Head will conduct interviews from March 26 - April 6 2007

......

For more information contact:
Paula Hulick @ 809-5344 or
paula. hulick@ murraystate.edu
Mike Young @ 809-6831 or
mike. young@ murraystate.edu

/.

Or your College Head:
Clark- Steve Horwood @ 2802 or steve.horwood@murraystate.edu
Elizabet h - Bob Valentine @ 5487 or bob.valentine@murraystate.edu
Springer-Franklin - Marty Jacobs @ 5668 or martin.jacobs@coe.murraystate.edu
Hart - Ann Landini @ 2717 or ann.landini@murraystate.edu
Hester - Eric Umstead @ 5486 or eric.umstead@coe.murraystate.edu
Regents- Squire Babcock @ 2105 or squire.babcock@murraystate.edu
Richmond - Oliver Musclo @ 6597 or oliver.muscio@murraystate.edu ·
White - Bonnie Higginson @ 3275 or bonnie.higginson@coe.murraystate.edu
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Irish or not, students celebrate St. Patrick's day with Guinness
Jim Burch
Staff writer
Benjamin Franklin once said,
"Beer is proof that God loves us and
wants us to be happy."
And bringing joyful glee through a
dark, frosty brew is how many will
celebrate this weekend.
Once a year, thousands of Americans come together to celebrate
their Irish (or not-so-Irish) heritage,
put on their favorite green shirts and
partake in pint after pint of Ireland's
most iconic brew: a nice, cold glass
of Guinness Stout
Arthur Guinness founded St.
James Gate Brewery in Dublin, Ireland in 1759, making Guinness one of
the oldest and most exported beers
in the world.

As a treasured drink and tradition
of Ireland, Guinness and St. Patrick's
Day blend well as St. Patty's celebrations take place across the world.
This year, the holiday kicks off
spring break, and surrounding bars
and restaurants are helping students
celebrate the holiday with a drink in
hand and a bit of Irish fun.
Nick's Family Sports Pub w ill
dress its employees in green and will
stock double the normal amount of
Irish beer to meet the d emand. said
Nick's manager Brian McNeely.
Mixed drink specials are also a
popular addition to celebrating St.
Patrick's Day and a common way to
mix Guinness with other beers and
liquors.
One of the most popular is a
"Black and Tan," which mixes Guinness Stout and Bass, an English ale. If

staying devoted to Irish beer is a priority, the "Half auJ Half," a simil:lr
drink mix, blends Guinncss and
Harp Lager, another Irish beer
And if beer Just isn't doing the
trick and it's time to take St. Patty's
Day to the next level. the "lrLc;h Car
Bomb," a glass of Guinness with a
mixed shot of I rish cream and Irish
whiskey, will certainly •'kick it up a
notch," as F.meril Lagasse might sar.
Allen Moo re, barumdcr at Vitcl·
lo's restaurant and bar, said Guinness mixed d rinks m-e commonly
ordered a round St. l>atrick's Day :md
even the rest of the year.
"Some people celebrate (St.
Patrick's Day) more than Christ·
mas," Moore said. 'We've sold a lot
o f Guinness auywhcrc I've ever
worked on St. Patty's Day. That's
what everybody drinks."

Moore also said that if he wasn't
behind the bar serving drinks on the
Iri:>h holiday, he would cel'tainly be
on the other side.
" I'd be doing the same thing (as
everyone else)," he said. "I'd be
drinking a green beer and a Guinness."
Several students enjoy the opportunity to enjoy a cold Guinncss closer to its point of origin.
Eric Icenogle, senior from
Rushville, HI., lraveled abroad with
20 other Murray State students to
Hngland over Christmas break.
Icenogle said the atmosphere of
authenticity at Irish Pubs in the U.K.
made his p int of Guinness taste that
much better.
''Everyone working in the pub was
Irish and 't hey knew exactly how to
pour a Guinness the right way,

unlike most bars here in Murray," he
said.
Icenogle said a friend lried ordering Strongbow, an English cider, at
the Irish pub and changed his order
to a Guinness because the bartender
made fun of him.
"If you're in an Irish pub, you
order an Irish beer," he said. "That's
the only way to go."
Icenogle p lans to travel to Chicago
with several friends to cell·hratl! St.
Patrick's Day.
The Irish use the word "craie" to
define a sense of trnnquility while
en joying a cold p int in your favorite
pub.
Guinness.com explahL<; the c:raic
as ,.Guinness draught, you and new
friends."
Jim Burch can be reached at
james.burch@murraystate.edu.
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· This Week
~saturday
llegioaal
competition
. 9 a.m., Intercollegiate Horse Association regionals,
Expo Center, free
admission

Murray Taoists find path
to harmony a lonely road
Casey Northcutt

•March 29

College Life Editor

Recital
6:30 p.m., string
ensemble recital,
Farell Recital Hall,
free admission

·.

'Cinema

· Intematlonal
• 7:30 p.m., 'Sirah'
and 'Occupation
Curris Center
Theater, free
admission

im:

•March 30
,Career fair
9 a.m., spring
teacher career fair,
presented by
Career Services,
participants must
dress formally and
bring multiple
copies of their
resumes, Curris
Center Ballroom

Festival
6:30p.m.,
S.T.A.N.D. for
SUDAN: A Festival
of Music, Food,
Awareness and
Activism, Curris
:Center Lounge

March 15, 2007

The road to harmony with
the universe can sometimes be
a very lonely street - a path few
Murray State students follow.
A Taoist path.
John Cosmos, freshman from
New Bedford, Mass., became a
Taoist three years ago while
studying Tai Chi.
"Taoism isn't a religion so
much as a philosophy," be said.
"Taoism, in my understanding,
is taking your place in the universe and understanding where
that is. (It doesn't) mention a
God because, according to Taoism. God isn't a person, it's just
there.''
The philosophy, Cosmos
said, is rooted in the belief that
to be truly happy, a person
must become one with the universe. They must take a step
back from daily tedium and
strive to fully unders.tand life
and the course it is taking.
"A great deal of it has to do
with perspective," he said. "A
lot of people will have some
misfortune or they'll be inconvenienced in some way, and
they'll think 'Oh, why is this
happening to me?' It's not. It's
just happening. Being a Taoist
is being able to look at the bigger picture and not take things
so personally."
He said these philosophies

don't exclude other religions.
People can discover many
paths to God and spirituality.
"'f there's something from
another faith that you need to
do in order to connect to God,"
Cosmos said, "there's no bar
against doing it.... We are
meant to be walking with God.
We are meant to be in harmony, and we're provided with
almost an inf'mite number of
paths to Him."
One of the few Taoists in
Murray, Cosmos said he found
the religion lonely.
"'t's nice to have a teacher,"
he said. "It's nice to have a
mentor, but given this religion,
you're kind of left to fly solo which is the way it ought to be.
... If you're doing it right, you
don't need anyone else's
authority to do the right thing to be in harmony with the universe."
Although religious solitude
forces him to connect with universal harmony on his own,
Cosmos said it is easier said
than done.
"That's the trickiest part
about being alone - being the
only Taoist I know," he said.
"I'm a student. I'm not a master
or a teacher. I'm walking this
path on my own the best that I

can."
He said he walks with God
and connects with the universe
in several ways, depending on
what feels right at the moment.

Cinema
lntematloaal
7:30 p.m., 'Round It
· Goes' and 'Nevil is
the Devil,' Curris
Center Theater,
free admission

•March 31
· Honesbow
9 a.m., American
~arter Horse
Association Horse
Show, Expo Center,
free admission

Psst... Want to Hear
So~nething New?
Check US Ou-t
Online a-t WKMS.org

r \

Weeknights 7 to 9 pm
\::;;j:;lt.'~{e·
(worldcafe.org)

The World Cafe, with host David Dye, serves up an eclectic
mix of blues, rock, world, folk, and alternative country with
live performances and interviews with celebrated and
emerging artists.

Soul Flight
Fridays 11 pm to 2 a.m.
A lively, insightful mix of music, news, views and
interviews re.flecti.n~ the local and national
African Amencan community.

\It·
'
~I\~ ~ ~i'l
~eyond the Edge
"t<i

Saturday Ntghts from 11 pm to 1 am
From Folk and pop to alt-county and indie rock, BTE
covers a full range of the finest alternative music.

The Indie Connection
Sundays at 1 am after
Beyond the Edge
MSU's John Gibson showcases both bands far & wide,
along with "local bands" from the Four Rivers Region.

Midnight Sun.
Sundays at Midnight
MSU' s Katie Villanueva & Chad Lampe present radio
for discriminating insomniacs and weary weekend
warriors. Hear legendary stars like Frank Sinatra and
new artists such as Gnarls Barclay and Pink Martini.

nIPIr l.~/S 91.3f.,,

Caitlin DunnagarVThe News

John Cosmos. freshman from New Bedford, Mass.. reads the Tao Te Ching, a
Taoist text that stresses harmony and balance In the universe.
•

"1 pray a lot," he said. "Or I
will light a candle and sit quietly or I'll go for a walk in the
woods. There's a misunderstanding in Taoism that says
it's denying God. There's no
denying God.... There's just no
turning him into a character."
Justin Moorman, senior from
Benton, Ky., compared the religion to Jeet Kune Do, a form of
martial arts created by movie
star and martial arts expert
Bruce Lee. The form blended
elements of western boxing,
Olympic fencing, Kung Fu and
Mu-sbu martial arts.
"That's a manifestation of
what Taoism is supposed to
be,• he said. "When you prac-

tice Jeet Kune Do, you practice
all kinds of martial arts. You
throw out what doesn't work
for you and you keep what
works. It's a very utilitarian
spirituality."
Moorman was first introduced to the religion through a
high school English project, but
he only officially declared himself a Taoist one year ago after
studying Eastern religions.
He said he was attracted to
the balance and harmony
stressed in Taoist philosophies.
Now, he practices by listening
to his intuition and dealing
with daily frustrations. For
example, when his job as a
dishwasher at the Big Apple
Cafe gets hectic, he takes
everything in stride.
"When stuff starts coming
back really fast, I have to
change my pace to fit what's
coming at me," he said. "I have
to remind myself, 'Don't get
mad. It's going to happen. I'm
going to have to deal with it.'"

l-Ie said these were philosophies he had formed himself
before discovering the religion,
and then he found them echoed
in a Taoist text, the Tao Te
Ching.
"I guess it's more consoling
than anything," he said,
"because I have my own ideas
about life and then, here it is somebody writing down stuff
about it."
Moorman said converting
was difficult because he had
grown up a Christian, and it
wasn't easy to break away from
the dominant religion in tbc
area.
However, he had to stay true
to himself and to the spiritual
path he had found.
"I never went out with the
specific goal of getting in touch
with the Tao," he said. "I just
went out looking for spirituality.''

Casey Northcutt can be
reached at casey.northcutt@
murraystate.edu.
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lmprov Club member Derek Owen, senior from Benton, Ky.• uses a caution sign as aprop during an improvisation game. The club meets once a week, challenolng members to sharpen their adin9 abilities.

1 good food
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Open 7 days a week
10:30 a.m. - 3 a.m.

Bored in Murray on Sunday?
6 p.m. Texas Hold'em
Serving Beer from 1 p.m.-3 a.m.

Tuesday

All Lotions 20~ Off with Package!

OJ
March 30 • John McDaniel

Saturday
March 17 & 24 • Rapid Response
Located 01'1 Hwy. 641 S. Purvear, TN
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Free All Night Shuffleboard & Pool Table
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